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ANGLICAN LUTHERAN JOINT VENTURE 

 
The first ever meeting of the LHC with another church history, archives, library group, 
took place in Chicago June 20-23, 2004, when a joint meeting took place with the 
Historical Society of the Episcopal Church, the National Episcopal Historians and 
Archivists, the Episcopal Women's History Project,  the American chapter of the 
Anglican-Lutheran Society, and the Archives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.  Approximately 125 participants heard presentations of historical papers, held 
individual group meetings, worshipped and enjoyed fellowship at a reception, meals and 
a banquet.  Program sessions were arranged through the joint planning committee, 
headed by Barbara  Schnorrenberg, Alexandria, Virginia, with local arrangements 
headed by Elisabeth Wittman of the ELCA churchwide archives.   
 
Evensong, the opening worship, was held at the Cathedral of St. James, Chicago, with 
Bishop William D. Persell presiding. Closing worship took place at Grace Lutheran 
Church, River Forest, with Rev. Bruce Brodahl from Grace presiding. Program sessions 
included formal presentations, workshops and panel discussions, including one that 
addressed needs resulting from Full Communion between the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and the Episcopal Church USA.   This panel, held on the closing day 
of the conference,  was organized with the Lutheran Episcopal Coordinating Committee, 
which planned its meeting to coincide with the history conference.    
 
Other papers and sessions addressed many diverse topics such as the history of 
churches in Hawaii, starting an archives, women’s history, liturgy and spirituality, 
younger historians, web research and the historian’s role at critical moments in church 
history.  Keynote speakers included former LHC board member L. DeAne Lagerquist of 
St. Olaf College, along with Donald Armentrout, University of the South; John Arnold, 
University of Durham, England; Richard G. Leggett, Vancouver School of Theology; and 
David Heim, The Christian Century. 
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LHC BIENNIAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 
The biennial business meeting of the LHC took place June 20, 2004, beginning with 
dinner at 6:30 pm at the ELCA Lutheran Center, Chicago.  President Mary Todd 
presided with thirty members and guests present.  Outgoing members of the board, 
Paul Daniels and Susan McArver functioned as the Nominating Committee. As business 
continued, ballots were taken to determine the names of three new board members, 
along with a new president and vice president.  Officers, as elected and appointed are: 
 

President: Mark E. Braun 
Vice President: Marvin A. Huggins 
Secretary: Joel A. Thoreson 
Treasurer: Carolyn Hoover Sung 
 

The three new members of the board are: Maria Erling; Kathryn Galchutt; and Mark A. 
Granquist.  The third out-going board member was Mary Todd, who had served as 
president since 2000.  A complete leadership list with contact information is printed 
elsewhere in this issue.  
 
Other business included reports of the Treasurer, Newsletter editor and membership 
committee.  The LHC currently has 190 members, which includes 41 institutional 
members.  The meeting approved the choice of Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina as the site of the 2006 biennial conference. Susan 
McArver will serve as local arrangements chair and Russell Kleckley will serve as 
program chair. It was suggested that the meeting could include sessions touching on 
the history of the Moravian Church and the 175th Anniversary of Southern Seminary in 
2005.  As per the preference of the board, all papers for the joint 2004 conference will 
be published  by LHC as a book of proceedings.  Marvin Huggins reported on pending 
improvements to the LHC web site and the availability of conference information and 
registration online this year.  He also reported that the essays volumes for the 2000 and 
2002 meetings were nearing completion.  The next meeting of the LHC board will be 
October 7-8, 2005, at the ELCA office.   
 
 
 BIBLIOGRAPHY: TIME TO CONTRIBUTE! 
 
The LHC 2003 annual index of writings in the field of North American Lutheranism will 
be published in the next Newsletter issue, November 2004.  Send citations to: The Rev. 
Robert E. Smith , Concordia Theological Seminary, 6600 N. Clinton St. Fort Wayne, IN 
46825; Phone: 260-452-3149; Fax: 260-452-2126; E-mail: smithre@mail.ctsfw.edu   or 
to: Jim Albers (jim.albers@valpo.edu) or John Dickmeyer 
(JDICKMEYER@everest.acpl.lib.in.us).  
 
 

mailto:smithre@mail.ctsfw.edu
mailto:JDICKMEYER@everest.acpl.lib.in.us
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ROBERT H. FISCHER, 1918-2004 
 

The Rev. Dr. Robert H. Fischer, professor, historian, Reformation scholar, ecumenist 
and musician, died on Monday, July 5, 2004, at his daughter’s home in Decatur, Illinois, 
following illness with cancer.  A memorial service took place on Saturday, July 17, 2004, 
at Grace Lutheran Church, LaGrange, Illinois. Interment was in Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania.  Bob was a charter member of the LHC, served as board member, Vice 
President, chair of the Commission on Research and Publications and gave numerous 
presentations.   
 
Bob was born on April 26, 1918, in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. He received his 
bachelor’s degree in 1939 from Gettysburg College, his first degree in theology from the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg in 1942 and his PhD in Historical 
Theology, in 1947 from Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut.  He served as an 
assistant pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury, Pennsylvania, 1947-1949.  In 1949, 
he began his career as Professor of Historical Theology at  Chicago Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Maywood, Illinois.  He remained with the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago, the school that resulted from a merger of Maywood and four other 
seminaries, through his retirement in 1986.  While still at Maywood, he chaired the work 
that ultimately resulted in the establishment of a School of Missions at the seminary.  
From 1957 to 1958, he served as a Lutheran Tutor with the Lutheran World Federation / 
Lutheran Council of Great Britain at Mansfield College, Oxford University, England.  He 
was also guest professor at the Kirchliche Hochschule, Berlin and the Japan Lutheran 
Seminary, Tokyo. Bob also participated in two ecumenical dialogues: the Lutheran-
Conservative Evangelical Dialogue, 1980-81 and the Lutheran-Reformed Dialgoue, 
Series III, 1981-1983.   
 
In addition to numerous articles and presentations, his books include a brief biography 
of Martin Luther and another on William A. Passavant, A Servant of All People.  In 
addition, he edited Luther's Works, Volume 37: Word and Sacrament III, translated The 
Large Catechism of Martin Luther; compiled a festschrift, Franklin Clark Fry: Palette for 
a Portrait; and was completing a volume on the16th century Catholic theologian and 
Luther opponent, Jacobus Latomus.   Bob’s friends and colleagues created a festschrift 
issue of Currents in Theology, Volume 15 #6, December 1988 for him.  Bob was also a 
gifted musician, leading the Seminary Chorus from 1949-1967.  He also accompanied 
the Suburban Veteran’s Mens Chorus for 36 years, 1949-1985. 
 
Bob is survived by Edna Mae (nee Black), his wife of almost 62 years, and his 
daughter Susan (Jim) Wade, and grandchildren Amanda and Jamie. Bob was honored 
by Grace Lutheran Church, when, along with two other colleagues, George Bernard and 
Granger Westberg, the Bernard, Fischer, Westberg Chair of Distinguished Ministry was 
endowed at LSTC.  The Fischer family asked that memorial gifts be made to this fund: 
LSTC, 1100 E. 55th St., Chicago IL 60615.  Cards may be sent to Edna Mae Fischer at:  
5324 Central Avenue, Western Springs, IL  60558 
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NEWS BY/FOR/ABOUT MEMBERS 
 
Jeanene Letcher, 3212 Bismarck Lane, Norman, OK 73072, has left her position as 
archivist for ELCA Region 6 Archives, located at Trinity Seminary, Columbus, Ohio.  
Jeanene’s husband Mark completed his PhD. at Ohio State University and is taking a 
teaching position at the University of Oklahoma.   Best wishes to Jeanene as she joins 
her husband in a new state and home.   
 
Mary Todd, 1479 Sedgefield Dr., New Albany,OH 43054,  is the new Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at Ohio Dominican University, Columbus, Ohio. Mary left her position 
at Concordia University River Forest, Illinois, and started her new position in early July 
2004.  Congratulations to Mary as she begins her new work in a new home and state!   
 

NEW MEMBER 
 
Welcome to the following new member who joined the LHC since the last issue of this 
Newsletter : 
 

Dr. Daniel J. Grimminger 
PO Box 1 
Paris, OH 44669 
(University of Pittsburgh) 

 
 

NEWBERRY COLLEGE RECEIVES SMELTZER JOURNAL 
 
Newberry College, Newberry, South Carolina, has received the Smeltzer Journal and 
related documents and papers of the Rev. Dr. Josiah Smeltzer, President of Newberry 
from 1861-1877.  The Journal and documents are currently on loan to the college from 
Albert Smelko, Sarasota, Florida, a great grandson of President Smeltzer.   
 
The Journal contains Smeltzer’s diary entries from 1851 until shortly before his death in 
1887.  It also includes a list of all Baptisms, confirmations, marriages and funerals he 
conducted during his ministry, which began in 1848 when he was ordained by the 
Synod of Maryland.  He also listed all of the 3,600 sermons he delivered with the 
scripture lesson and comments on the worship service. Also included is a brief 
autobiography, a family genealogy and his personal income and expenses 1851-1872.  
 
The diary portion of the Journal relates his career as a pastor in Virginia, South Carolina 
and North Carolina and then as Newberry president 1861-1877 in Newberry and 
Walhalla, South Carolina, where he also served from 1877-1885 as president of the 
Walhalla Female Academy.  He also wrote of his family, having had two wives and 
eleven children.  Events of national significance are also included: the funeral 
procession of Henry Clay through Shepherdstown, (West) Virginia; the John Brown 
Raid on Harper’s Ferry (1859); Lincoln’s election (1865); various Civil War battles 



LHC Newsletter Volume 42 # 3, August 2004 
  

5

including the burning of Columbia by Federal troops (1865); and the Charleston, South 
Carolina earthquake of 1884.  Smeltzer was pastor of Harper’s Ferry Lutheran Church 
at the time of the John Brown Raid.   
 
Related documents in the collection include letters and family papers, sermon notes, 
original poetry and Confederate documents. The collection will be a major part of 
displays in honor of Newberry College’s 150th anniversary in 2006. For further 
information contact: Gordon C. Henry, College Archives, Newberry College, South 
Carolina, 29108; 803-321-5135; ghenry@newberry.edu
 

NEW RESOURCES 
 

Peter D. Franklin has written, A Century of Commitment, Capital University Law School 
1903-2003.  The beginnings of the school were as classes in an evening division 
offered by the Columbus YMCA Law School. Later it became the Columbus College of 
Law, then became part of Franklin University, before becoming part of Capital in 1966. 
Within two years after becoming part of Capital, the school initiated a day division.  The 
book’s author is a retired reporter and business editor of The Columbus (Ohio) 
Dispatch. The 112 page book is well illustrated and includes appendices listing the 
school’s deans, honorary degree recipients, the John E. Sullivan Lecture series 
participants and the current faculty, administrators and staff of the school.  The book is 
published by the University and available for $25, including shipping. Contact: Law 
School Office of Alumni Relations, 303 E. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43215-3200; 
Phone: 614-236-6601.   

 
As part of the overall "Global Mission History Research Project" and in cooperation with 
Yale Divinity Library, another collection from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America Archives is available on microfilm:  The Dr. Anna S. Kugler Papers, 1868-1983 
[1883-1930].  Anna Sarah Kugler was born in Ardmore, Pennsylvania, on April 19, 
1856. She graduated from the Women's Medical College, Philadephia, Pennsylvania, in 
1879. In 1882 Dr. Kugler applied to be sent as a missionary of the General Synod's 
Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society (WHFMS). The board instructed Kugler 
that it would be unable to appoint her as a medical missionary, but would appoint her as 
a teacher. She arrived in Guntur, India, Andrah Pradesh, in November 1883. Her 
primary responsibility was teaching and zenana work among the Muslim women in 
harems. In December 1885, Dr. Kugler was officially appointed a medical missionary. 
Shortly thereafter, she began planning for a hospital for women. Her dream was 
realized when American Evangelical Lutheran Mission Hospital, Guntur, India, opened 
on June 22, 1897. Dr. Kugler died in Guntur on July 26, 1930, at the age of 74. Shortly 
after her death the hospital was renamed Kugler Hospital. The collection contains 
mainly diaries and correspondence.  This film collection, along with several other 
mission collections filmed in the past two years is available for purchase by contacting 
the microfilm distributor of the American Theological Library Association:  Scholarly 
Resources, 800-772-8937; sales@scholarly.com  The collection is: ATLA no.: 
XA0085R, 8 reels. 

mailto:ghenry@newberry.edu
mailto:sales@scholarly.com
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LUTHERAN HISTORICAL CONFERENCE 

2002-2004 LEADERSHIP 
 

President: 
 
Mark E. Braun (2006) 
Wisconsin Lutheran College 
8800 W. Bluemound Rd. 
Milwaukee, WI 53226 
Tel: 414-443-8849 
FAX: 414-443-8514 
E-M: Mark__Braun@wlc.edu 
 
 
Vice President: 
 
Marvin A. Huggins (2006) 
Concordia Historical Institute 
5732 White Pine Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63129-2936 
Tel: 314-505-7900 
FAX: 314-505-7901 
E-M:marvinh@pobox.com 
 
 
Treasurer: 
 
Carolyn Hoover Sung (2006) 
6005 Dellwood Place 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Tel: 301-229-2842 
E-M: gsung@dellnet.com 
 
 
Secretary: 
 
Joel Thoreson (2008) 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America Archives 
321 Bonnie Lane 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 
Phone: 847-690-9410 
FAX: 847-690-9502 
E-M: Joel_Thoreson@elca.org

 
 
 
Board Members: 
 
 
Maria E. Erling (2010) 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 
61 Seminary Ridge 
Gettysburg, PA17325-1795 
merling@ltsg.edu 
 
 
Kathryn Galchutt (2010) 
5 Westview Ave. 
Tuckahoe, NY 
E-M:kmg@concordia-ny.edu 
 
 
Mark A. Granquist (2010) 
816 W. 1st  St.  
Northfield, MN 55057 
507-645-2988 
E-M: mgranqui@gac.edu 
 
 
Russell Kleckley (2008) 
Augsburg College 
CB 183 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel.: 612-330-1348 
kleckley@augsburg.edu  
 
 
Jeanene Letcher (2008) 
3212 Bismarck Lane 
Norman, OK 73072 
Phone: 405-579-1497 
E-mail: jhrml@yahoo.com  
  
 

mailto:Joel_Thoreson@elca.org
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LHC Commissioners: 
 
Membership Secretary,  
Homepage Webmaster and  
Publications Processing: 
 
Marvin Huggins  
E-M: marvinh@pobox.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
 
Elisabeth Wittman 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
321 Bonnie Lane 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 
Tel: 847-690-9410 (O) 
FAX: 847-690-9502 
E-M: Elisabeth_Wittman@elca.org
 
Annual Bibliography: 
 
James W. Albers 
Valparaiso University 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
Tel: 219-464-5316 
E-M: jim.albers@valpo.edu
 
John Dickmeier 
JDICKMEYER@everest.acpl.lib.in.us
 
Robert E. Smith 
Electronic Records Librarian 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
6600 N. Clinton St. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
Tel.: 260-452-3149 
FAX: 260-452-2126 
E-M: smithre@mail.ctsfw.edu 
 
Research and Publication: 
 
Raymond M. Bost 
1940 St. James Church Rd. 
Newton, NC 28658-8664 
Tel: 828-466-3446 (H) 

E-M: bost.rm@aya.yale.edu 
 
Editor of 2002 Essays and Reports: 
 
Susan Wilds McArver  
Lutheran Theological Southern  

Seminary 
Main St.  
Columbia SC  
E-M: smcarver@ltss.edu  
 
Editor of 2004 Essays and Reports: 
 
To be determined. 
 
 
Technical Resources: 
 
Joel Thoreson 
E-M: Joel _ Thoreson@elca.org 
 
Jeanene Letcher 
E-mail: jhrml@yahoo.com  
  
 
Recruitment:  
 
Archivists: 
 
Elisabeth Wittman 
E-M: Elisabeth _Wittman@elca.org 
 
Historians and Faculty: 
 
Donald L. Huber 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary 
2199 E. Main St. 
Columbus, OH 43209-2382 
Tel:614-235-4136  
E-M:dhuber@trinity.capital.edu  
 
Librarians: 
 
David J. Wartluft  
DJWartluft@aol.com

  

mailto:Wittman@elca.org
mailto:jim.albers@valpo.edu
mailto:JDICKMEYER@everest.acpl.lib.in.us
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Liaisons: 
 
American Academy of Religion: 
 
Mary Todd 
1479 Sedgefield Dr.  
New Albany, OH  43054 
Tel: 614-251-4731 (O) 
E-M: marytodd@insight.rr.com 
 
American Society of Church History:  
  
Mark E. Braun 
E-M: Mark__Braun@wlc.edu 
 
American Theological Library 
Association: 
 
(Vacant) 
 
Augustana Heritage Association: 
 
Maria E. Erling 
E-M: merling@ltsg.edu 
 
Concordia Historical Institute: 
 
Marvin A. Huggins  
E-M: marvinh@pobox.com 
 
Lutheran Historical Society  
   of Eastern Pennsylvania: 
 
John E. Peterson 
Lutheran Archives Center 
7301 Germantown Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
Tel: 215-248-4577 
E-M: mtairyarchivs@ltsp.edu 
 
Lutheran Historical Society of the 
Mid-Atlantic: 
 
Carolyn Hoover Sung  
E-M: gsung@dellnet.com 
 
 

 
Lutheran History Center  
    of the West: 
 
Ross F. Hidy 
5425 Park Highlands Blvd. 
Concord, CA 94521-3706 
E-M: rosshidy@aol.com 
 
Lutheran Historical Society of  
  New York: 
 
(Vacant) 
 
New England Lutheran Historical 
   Society: 
 
(Vacant) 
 
Society of American Archivists and 
International Council on Archives: 
 
Elisabeth Wittman  
E-M: ewittman@elca.org 
 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran  
   Synod Historical Society: 
 
James G. Kiecker 
3336 North 93rd St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53222 
E-M: james_kiecker@wlc.edu 
 
 



 WHAT WILL THE NEXT LHC NEWSLETTER CONTAIN? 
 
 
This newsletter will be able to fulfill its intended purpose of being a clearinghouse of 
information for archivists, historians and librarians only if you provide material for it.  
 
Please use this page (or as many additional ones as needed) to send material for 
publication to the editor.  Items of interest to readers will include notice of research in 
progress, new appointments, publications, meetings and celebrations planned or held, 
bibliographical materials and generally anything of interest to LHC members. 
 
The editor cannot promise to print everything received, although all submissions are 
welcomed.  The LHC Newsletter is issued four times a year: February, May, August and 
November.  The November issue includes the annual “Index of Writings in the Field of 
American Lutheranism.”  The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the month prior to 
each issue.  Please send items to: Elisabeth Wittman, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America Archives, 8765 W. Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631,   E-mail: 
Elisabeth_Wittman@elca.org  FAX: 847-690-9410.  
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 
 
 DEADLINE:  OCTOBER 15, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: ________________________________________________________________ 

(Name)     (Address) 

mailto:Elisabeth_Wittman@elca.org

