
 

NEWSLETTER 
2012 CALL FOR PAPERS 

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s ue :  

Book review 2, 11 

Bibliography 3-10 

Eugene Fevold 
 

10 

Ruth Flesner 11 

New member 11 

Lutheran  images 11 

I S S N  0 4 6 0 - 0 2 7 4  
h t t p : / / l u t h h i s t . o r g  

V o l u m e  4 9 ,  N o .  3 - 4  
A u g . - No v .  2 0 1 1  

Lutheran Historical Conference Biennial Meeting 
October 11-13, 2012 

Lutheran Theological Seminary of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

 
 

“Choosing the Lutheran Narrative: 
Commemorating, Remembering, Forgetting?” 

 
Lutherans grapple with their history in a number of ways. At times, their past is 
lifted up and celebrated. Still other parts are simply remembered. Perhaps more 
disturbing, Lutherans also forget their history, sometimes through neglect and 
other times quite deliberately. This conference will explore these themes while also 
celebrating the life of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. 
 
Papers dealing with any aspect of this theme are welcome, as are topics outside of 
the theme! 
 
Presenters will be given 20-25 minutes for their presentation, followed by a ques-
tion and answer session. Paper proposals should include a title, 250 word abstract, 
and brief biography. 
 
Proposals and inquiries are due April 16, 2012 
and should be sent electronically to the Program 
Chair: 
 

David E. Settje 
Concordia University Chicago 
David.Settje@cuchicago.edu 

 
Presenters must be members of the Lutheran 
Historical Conference by October 2012. Present-
ers are responsible for covering conference fees 
and travel costs. 
 
Students are encouraged to submit paper propos-
als and to apply to the LHC Board for limited 
scholarship assistance for travel-related ex-
penses. 
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BOOK REVIEW: Power, Politics and the Missouri Synod 
Burkee, James C. Power, Politics, 
and the Missouri Synod: A Conflict 
That Changed American Christianity. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011. 

 
Reviewed by David E. Settje, Con-
cordia University Chicago 

 
James Burkee has ventured into ob-
viously controversial territory with his 
account of the LCMS during the 
1960s and 1970s. Power, Politics, 
and the Missouri Synod provides an 
important, balanced, well researched, 
and detailed account of what 
amounts to a conservative takeover 
of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod. As a member of the LCMS, 
Burkee delivers a reliable history of a 
pivotal time in LCMS history and be-
lievable criticism of its major figures. 
Rather than an outsider looking to 
lambaste a conservative church 
body, Burkee gives an insider’s 
search for the origins of the vitriolic 
partisanship that too often has char-
acterized recent LCMS history. 
Burkee did a sound job with his ex-
planation, but not one without a few 
troublesome shortcomings. 
 
Burkee points to the influence of J. A. 
O. Preus and Herman Otten as most 
significant in propelling the LCMS to 
the right. Preus served as LCMS 
president from 1969 to 1981, and 
Otten was a former seminarian de-
nied ordination who thereafter be-
came a disgruntled critic of the 
LCMS. Both well known figures ap-
pear vindictive, selfish, and power 
hungry in Burkee’s telling of the story. 
Burkee is especially critical of Preus, 
and rightfully so. He exposes time 
and again how Preus told people of 
all political and theological leanings 
what they wanted to hear, then pri-
vately worked against them and or-
chestrated elections that defeated 
them or their ideas. Preus back 
stabbed, manipulated, and then re-
treated at every turn in order to pro-
tect his own position and reputation. 
He espoused conservative doctrine 

publicly to pacify his supporters while 
simultaneously collaborating with 
moderates to create a policy or state-
ment that watered down what he had 
just stated. The best of example for 
all of the above comes from Preus’s 
relationship with Herman Otten. No 
one better knew of his double cross-
ing than Otten, whom Preus criticized 
openly, worked against behind the 
scenes, but then would personally 
call with an apology or at other times 
plant information in Otten’s Christian 
News. Otten continually pushed 
Preus to enact more conservative 
stances. Preus promised as much 
but in actuality ignored most of Ot-
ten’s recommendations. The LCMS’s 
refusal to ordain Otten also came 
between the two men. Preus continu-
ally promised Otten that he would 
work to instate him as a pastor, then 
made sure as LCMS president that 
this never happened. 
 
Yet Burkee demonstrates that Otten 
was just as Machiavellian as Preus. 
In what is probably the most com-
plete account of Otten’s role in the 
Synod based in part on interviews 
with him, Burkee documents how 
Otten published letters and articles 
without people’s consent, attempted 
to blackmail Preus and others to get 
what he wanted, and used his news-
paper unscrupulously to promote 
himself and his agenda. Otten re-
peatedly condemned moderates and 
liberals for unionism, while aligning 
himself with evangelicals and other 
conservatives outside of the LCMS. 
Burkee portrays Otten as not merely 
outspoken but as someone who 
sought to destroy his opponents and 
their credibility. 
 

Throughout, Burkee traces the influ-
ence of this sort of politicking on the 
Synod, often pointing out how it poi-
soned elections and the actions of 
LCMS leaders, all the while preclud-
ing sober theological reflection on the 
spiritual dimensions upon which the 
church was founded. No major figure 
in the volume comes away un-

scathed. Burkee supports his allega-
tions with ample evidence and well 
articulated arguments. The liberal to 
moderate wing, often led by John 
Tietjen (president of Concordia Semi-
nary in St. Louis), lost out to conser-
vatives because of a mixture of na-
iveté and intellectual hubris. Too 
comfortable in their positions, they 
failed to grasp the politics swirling 
around them or that the lay people 
had become alienated from what they 
saw as an academic elite. Conserva-
tives therefore manipulated LCMS 
polity and ran roughshod over the 
liberals and moderates, even when 
resorting to infighting among them-
selves and eschewing a spirit of 
Christian civility in order to maintain 
power. Indeed, Burkee focuses much 
of his analysis on demonstrating that 
the bad politics of that era still haunts 
the LCMS today.  

 
Nonetheless, there are a few trou-
bling aspects about this book. Burkee 
tells the tale of a conservative push 
within the denomination and there-
fore relies primarily on sources about 
and from the conservatives. Not that 
he ignores entirely other key voices 
such as Oliver Harms (LCMS presi-
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cal Lutheran St. Lukas, 1897-1954. [Fargo, 
N.D.]: Germans from Russia Heritage Collec-
tion, NDSU Libraries, 2010. 
 
Rudolph, Orion A. Church Book XVI Evangeli-
cal Lutheran St. Petri, 1902-1959. [Fargo, 
N.D.]: Germans from Russia Heritage Collec-
tion, NDSU Libraries, 2010. 

 

Rudolph, Orion A. Church Book XVII Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Zion, 1919-1954. [Fargo, N.D., 
2010], Germans from Russia Heritage Collec-
tion, NDSU Libraries. 
 
Rudolph, Orion A. Emmanuels Congregation 
1909-1936 Evangelical Lutheran Church Book. 
[Fargo, N.D.]: Germans from Russia Heritage 
Collection, NDSU Libraries, 2010. 
 
Salem Lutheran Church Cemetery Plots, 2010. 
OCLC Number: 671632643. Hand-drawn grid, 
Pemberville, Ohio. 
 
Sherve, Margaret, Mark Timbrook, Jay Jen-
kins, Misty Neumiller, Kelsey Eaton, Alexandria 
Fancher, Gregory Gould, Turqoyz Rogahn, and 
Kathryn Materi. Msu Students Dig (into) the 
Past: Cemetery, Archaeology, and Service 
Learning. Minot, N.D.: Minot State. 1 videodisc 
60 min. 
 
Stroth, Ann G, Marcia J. Hart, and Nelson Hart. 
Cherished Memories: A Collection of Obituar-
ies and Death Notices of Our Ancestors Buried 
in Liverpool Township, Ohio, Cemeteries, 1871 
to 1985. Medina, Ohio: Medina County Genea-
logical Society, 2010. OCLC: 692234695. 3 v. 
600 p. 
 
Timbrook, Mark, Margaret Sherve, Jay Jen-
kins, and Misty Neumiller. First Lutheran 
Church Cemetery, Minot, North Dakota 
(32wd1622) Northeast Quadrant Historical 
Archaeology Project, Year 1. Minot, N.D.: 
Minot State University, Office of Instructional 
Technology, 2010. 

 

Congregational  
Histories 
Aird, Naomi. A Pictorial History & My Memories 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Warren St., 
Fortitude Valley, Brisbane. Golden Beach, Qld: 
N. Aird, 2010. OCLC: 656036733. 189 p. 
 
Anderson, Bryan A. Closed with the Lord's 
Prayer: The History of Walks Camp Lutheran 
Church. Bloomington, Ind.: AuthorHouse, 
2010. ISBN: 1449070183 9781449070182 
[Births and baptisms, deaths and burials, con-
gregation began meeting in 1909; disbanded in 
1972. vii, 239 p.] 
 
Fordham, Monroe. Zion Lutheran Church, Ni-
agara Falls, NY, 2010. Various records, 1857 - 
2000. DVD. 
 
Fordham, Monroe. Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Niagara Falls, NY, 2010. Various record 
groups, 1906-1960. DVD. 

 

Fordham, Monroe. St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
Niagara Falls, NY, 2010. Various record 
groups, 1896-1996 [?]. DVD. 
 
Glatfelter, Charles H, and Stephen R. Herr. 
Christ Lutheran as the College Church. Gettys-
burg, Pa.: Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
2010. OCLC: 727065865. 25 p. 
 
Grammer, Shirley. Immanel Lutheran Church - 
La Vernia [Texas], 2010. OCLC: 701846245. 
 
Jesus Shall Reign: A History of Christ the King 
Lutheran Church of Iowa City, Iowa 1960-2010. 
Iowa City, 2010. 
 
Kernich, Dorcas. Celebrating 150 Years: A 
History of St John's Lutheran Congregation 
Tanunda, South Australia 1985-2010. Torrens-
ville, S. Aust: St John's Lutheran Congregation 
Tanunda, 2010. ISBN: 9780958961417 
0958961417. 26p. 
 
King of K. L. C. F. V. Our Early Years: King of 
Kings Lutheran Church and Preschool 40th 
Anniversary DVD. Fairfax, Va.: King of Kings 
Lutheran Church, 2010. 1 videodisc (27 min.) 
 
Pfatteicher, Philip H. Last on Grant: The His-
tory of the First English Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the City of Pittsburgh. Minneapolis: 
Lutheran University Press, 2010. ISBN: 
9781933794228 1933794224. 384 p. 
 
Reinsch, B.P, Elizabeth Eicher, and Mary M. 
Flekke. Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
History 1909-2009: Incorporating Previous 
Church Histories. Lakeland, Fla.: Genie Pub-
lishing, 2010. 
 
Schwartz, Helga. Passing on the Faith, 1760-
2010: 250 Years of Ministry, Zion Lutheran 
Church, in the Heart of Long Valley, New Jer-
sey. Long Valley, N.J. Zion Lutheran Church, 
2010. ISBN: 9780615329178 0615329179. 62 
p. 
 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Ottowa, Ont.), St. Peter's Evangelical Lu-
theran Church: Celebrating 100 Years, 1910-
2010. Ottawa, St. Peter's Press, 2010. 
 
Susag, Dorothea M. One Hundred Years in 
God's Working Love: St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 1910-2010. Fairfield, Mont.: St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 2010. OCLC: 639949769. 
181 p. 
 
Zanow, Lois, Sally Johnston, and Denny 
Lynch. Monuments to Heaven: Baltimore's 
Historic Houses of Worship. Photographs by 
Denny Lynch. Bloomington, Ind.: Author 
House, 2010. ISBN: 9781452085371 
1452085374. vi, 119 
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CD/DVD/Digital  
Bergman, Ingmar, Bille August, Samuel Fröler, 
Pernilla August, Max. Sydow, and Ghita 
Nørby. Den Goda Viljan: The Best Intentions. 
United Kingdom: Park Circus, 2010. OCLC: 
613206635. [Swedish with English subtitles. 
Original motion picture in 1992. 1 videodisc 
(181 min.). 
 
Cherwien, David. We Sing with Joy!: 25th An-
niversary Collection, a Historical Compilation. 
Minneapolis, Minn: National Lutheran Choir, 
2010. Sound recording. OCLC: 720277343. 
(CD Disc 1-- 66 min., 37 sec.); (disc 2-- 71 
min.) 
 
German Lutheran Churches. Lawrenceville, 
N.J.: Films Media Group; Orangeville, Ont., 
2010. Internet resource. Architecture and prac-
tical theology. video (25 minutes.) 
 
Oluoch, Joachim, Nancy Light, and Richard J. 
Quinn. Listening, the First Step. Nairobi: Uk-
weli Video, 2010. OCLC Number: 650540511. 
Documentary in 1984. In Mombasa, Tototo, an 
NGO supported by World Lutheran Relief, 
brought hope to women on the coast. 1 video-
disc (16 min.) 
 

O n l i n e  H i s t o r i e s  
Kern, Dale. Dramatic Portrayal of 1800s Circuit 
Rider Rev. Johann Adam Detzler. Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: Concordia Theological Seminary, 2010. 
http://media.ctsfw.edu.s3.amazonaws.com/
events/conferences/5-Wyneken-Kern.m4v. 
 

Moehring, Martin. Wyneken the Man. [A paper 
on Friedrich Conrad Dietrich Wyneken from 
the 2010 Wyneken Conference, Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.] Fort 
Wayne, Ind.: Concordia Theological Seminary, 
2010. http://
media.ctsfw.edu.s3.amazonaws.com/events/
conferences/3-Wyneken-Moehring.m4v. 
 

Patterson, Jeffrey, Richard S. Radtke, and 
Daniel F. Dahling. Pastor's Panel: The History 
of Wyneken from Area Churches and Family 
Ties. Fort Wayne, Ind.: Concordia Theological 
Seminary, 2010. http://
media.ctsfw.edu.s3.amazonaws.com/events/
conferences/4-Wyneken-Panel.m4v. 
 

Smith, Robert E. 'Now to the Misery in the 
Dense Forest': The Religous and Social Set-
ting of Wyneken's Ministry. Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Concordia Theological Seminary, 2010. http://
media.ctsfw.edu.s3.amazonaws.com/events/

conferences/2-Wyneken-Smith.m4v. 
 

Smith, Robert E. CTS Answers featuring Rev. 
Robert Smith. [A video segment on the life and 
ministry of F. C. D. Wyneken] Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: Concordia Theological Seminary, 2010. 
http://media.ctsfw.edu.s3.amazonaws.com/
answers/Answers-Smith.m4v. 
 

Wenthe, Dean O. A Remarkable History and 
Beatiful Heritage: F.C.D. Wyneken. Fort 
Wayne, Ind.: Concordia Theological Seminary, 
2010. http://
media.ctsfw.edu.s3.amazonaws.com/events/
conferences/1-Wyneken-Wenthe.m4v. 

 
Wesel, Adam. . [Wesel was a elder at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, Ind. A 
letter sent to the Pennsylvania Ministerium's 
mission society. Translated from Lutherische 
Kirchenzeitung und Allgemeines Schulblatt, 
Easton, [Pennsylvania] 15 of November, 
1838.] Tr. Edwin S. Suelflow. Ed. Matthew C. 
Harrison, Robert E, Smith. Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Concordia Theological Seminary, 2010, 5 pp. 
http://www.ctsfw.net/media/pdfs/
SuelflowSendusafaithfulShepherd.pdf. 
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EUGENE FEVOLD, 1918-2011 
Dr. Eugene L. Fevold,  age 93, of St. 
Paul, retired Luther Seminary profes-
sor and pastor, died October 29, 
2011. He was born October 5, 1918 
in Minnewaukan, N.D.  

 
Eugene was a graduate of St. Olaf 
College, Luther Seminary, University 
of Chicago Divinity School and also 
completed post graduate studies at 
Harvard and Princeton. In 1954-55 he 
was a Fulbright Scholar in Norway. 
Ordained in 1948, he served Faith 
Lutheran in West Fargo, N.D., while 
also teaching at Concordia College in 
Moorhead, Minn. He joined the faculty 
of Luther Theological Seminary in 
1956. Eugene was a recognized au-
thority and author on religion in the 
U.S., particularly on Norwegian-
American Lutheranism.  

 
Eugene was the author of a number 
of works, including The Lutheran Free 
Church in America and The Lutheran 
Church Among Norwegian-
Americans, in collaboration with E. 
Clifford Nelson. He also presented 
papers at three LHC conferences 
between 1972 and 1984. 
 

In 1949 he married his wife Dorothea, 
who preceded him in death. He is 
survived by his children, Constance 
(William Durland), Karen (Harry) 
Maher, Carol (John) Koepke and 
David (Patricia Mapes); grandchil-
dren, Andrew (Ivannia) and Allison 
Durland; Reid, Nate (Sarah Garb) and 
Dana Olson, Hannah and Jonas 
Maher; Carson Koepke; Marissa Mal-
lory; great-grandchildren, Sharon and 

Axel; sister, 
Doris Mikel-
son; brothers, 
Richard 
(Judith) and 
Joseph 
(Ardeth); 
many nieces, 
nephews and 
friends.  
 

Memorials 
preferred to 
St. Olaf Col-
lege, Luther 
Seminary, St. 
Anthony Park 
Lutheran 
Church or 
Lyngblomsten 
Care Center. Eugene L. Fevold, ca. 1960. 



 
V o l u m e  4 9 ,  N o .  3 - 4  P a g e  1 1  

BOOK REVIEW Cont’d 
dent, 1962-1969) and John Tietjen, but 
that they always seem to lurk in the 
background, being talked about rather 
than speaking for themselves. When 
they are at the forefront of Burkee’s 
analysis, he mostly employed their 
public statements. This is especially 
disappointing in light of the meticulous 
“back room” sources that Burkee un-
covered about the conservatives, and 
that so enrich his text. 
 

Also, Burkee displays an alarming lack 
of interest in recent Lutheran historiog-
raphy. While he includes Mary Todd’s 
influential Authority Vested: A Story of 
Identity and Change in the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, he could have 
done more to compare his argument to 
her already established scholarship. 
She traced the issue of authority in the 
LCMS from its founding through the 
1980s. Burkee’s story complements 
her history but without his making key 

links to it. A number of times he made 
references to the Civil Rights Move-
ment and racial unrest during the 
1960s and 1970s, but no-where does 
he cite Kathryn Galchutt’s The Career 
of Andrew Schulze,1924-1968: Luther-
ans and Race in the Civil Rights Era. 
He includes analysis about the Walther 
League and particularly the League’s 
invitation to Pete Seeger to appear at 
a convention, yet fails to incorporate 
Jon Pahl’s Hopes and Dreams of All: 
The International Walther League and 
Lutheran Youth in American Culture, 
1893-1993, which contains a reliable 
analysis of the Seeger controversy. 
Similarly Burkee often references the 
Cold and Vietnam Wars without a cita-
tion of other scholarship on that front. 
The use of these and other works 
would have enhanced and sharpened 
Burkee’s own. They would also have 
provided depth to matters that he only 
skimmed. 

 
That being said, Burkee has written a 
compelling book. He adds a unique 
understanding of internal LCMS poli-
tics that so changed the denomination 
during the late 1960s and 1970s. 
Readers can rely upon his even-
handed approach as an LCMS mem-
ber unafraid to criticize the denomina-
tion. His cool academic approach 
means that he did not write an apology 
for the LCMS or avoid the controver-
sies that brought Jack Preus and the 
conservatives to office. It also means 
that he avoided condemnations of the 
LCMS simply because of its conserva-
tism. Burkee capably traverses the 
minefield of recent LCMS history to 
generate an honest, frank, and accu-
rate portrayal about how political ma-
neuvering came to dominate that de-
nomination. 

Carthage College Library 
2001 Alford Park Drive 
Kenosha, WI  53140 

NEW MEMBER 
Concordia Theological Seminary’s online 
institutional repository, the CTS Media 
Server contains a collection of nearly 60 
images, mostly related to the history of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in the 
19th and early 20th-centuries. The images 
were scanned at fairly high resolution and 
may be freely downloaded by the public. 

This collection is a part of a larger database 
of articles, videos and other texts related to 
the Lutheran church. To view this collection, 
go to: media.ctsfw.edu. In the bottom, left 
corner of the screen, select “See other Ma-
terials.” A window will open on the right side 
of the screen. Select “Lutheran History Im-
ages” from the list in that window. 

LUTHERAN IMAGES COLLECTION 

RUTH FLESNER, 1918-2011 
Ruth Louise Flesner was born on Au-
gust 22, 1918, in Oak Park, Ill., the 
daughter of Dr. Elmer and Erna 
Flack.  She entered the Church Trium-
phant on October 29, 2011, at the age 
of 93. 

 
Prior to moving to Gettysburg in 2007, 
Ruth was a resident of Roseville, Minn., 
and for almost fifty years an active 
member of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Minneapolis.  She was married to 
Dorris A. Flesner on July 17, 
1940.  They were the parents of three 
children:  Paul, David, and Lois. Dorris 
and Ruth were very happily married for 
almost fifty-five years before he prede-
ceased her in 1995. 

 
Dorris was a founding Lutheran Histori-
cal Conference member and served as 
its first president from 1962-1964. He 
eventually served three terms on the 
LHC Board. 
 

Ruth’s entire life revolved around family, 
church, and seminary.  The Rev. Dr. 
Dorris A. Flesner was a pastor in Iowa 
and Indiana and a Professor of Church 
History at Northwestern and Luther 
theological seminaries in Minne-
sota.  Ruth was active in seminary life 
and a long-time member and president 
of the board of the Minnesota School of 
Missions.  She was also a founding and 
29-year member of the Luther/

Northwestern Seminary Faculty Wives 
Reading Group. 

 
Ruth often commented, “I have been so 
blessed.”  She in turn was a blessing to 
others with her positive attitude about 
life, always reaching out to others in 
their time of need. 
 
Ruth is survived by her son, Rev. Paul 
Flesner of Wheeling, Ill.; by her son and 
daughter-in-law, Dr. David and Susan 
Flesner of Gettysburg, Pa.; by her 
daughter and son-in-law, Lois and Rev. 
Arthur Goetz of Hot Springs, Ark.; by 
her four grandchildren, five great grand-
children; and by many, many friends. 



 
Joel Thoreson, Editor 
Newsletter 
Lutheran Historical Conference 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

 

FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER  Deadline: January 31, 2012 

NEEDED:  
YOUR NEWS! 

BOOK  
REVIEWS 

Those interested in contributing 
book reviews or wishing to sug-
gest a book, please contact 
David Settje at 
David.Settje@CUChicago.edu.  
 

Each review should be between 
500 and 750 words long, be sent 
as a MS Word document or in a 
compatible format, and specifically 
evaluate the book and 
its Lutheran content/context.  

Have You Renewed 
Your Membership? 
 

If the mailing label on your newsletter 
shows an expiration date (Exp:) of “10” or 
less, please renew now for 2011. Send a 
check for $35.00, payable to the “Lutheran 
Historical Conference” to 

 

Marvin A. Huggins 

Membership Secretary 

Lutheran Historical Conference 

5732 White Pine Dr. 

Saint Louis, MO 63129‐2936 

This newsletter is intended as a clearing-
house of information for archivists, histori-
ans and librarians. It needs you to provide 
material for it.  

 
Please send material for publication to the 
editor. Items of interest include notice of 
research in progress, new appointments, 
publications, meetings and celebrations 
planned or held, bibliographical materials, 
and anything of general interest to LHC 
members. 
 
The LHC Newsletter is issued four times a 
year: February, May, August and Novem-
ber.  

 
Please send items to 
Joel.Thoreson@elca.org.  

 


